
Proficiency Scale  
Department:  World Language – French 5-6 

Program Goal: Content/Structures 

Passé Composé/Imparfait 

 Tasks: 

4.0 Advanced 
In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what is 
taught.   

• They know how to form PC and imparfait. They know the être verbs and make 

correct agreement. They know all the irregular past participles and use them 

correctly in writing, speaking, reading and listening 90% of the time. They can use the 

tenses together in a sentence and consistently differentiate between PC and 

imparfait. 

 

• Students write extended stories with higher level vocabulary and structure. They 

can be given a story topic and begin to write. Students are shown a scene from a 

movie and write what happened. Students can retell stories to a classmate or in a 

group. They can speak with a high degree (90%) correctness using both PC and 

IMP. 

 
 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in depth inferences and applications with partial 
success 

 

3.0 Proficient 
The student is expected to: 

• Know how to form the PC. They know the difference between être and avoir verbs, 

all irregular past participles and can speak, and write and can recognize the verbs in 

various contexts. They know how to form the imparfait and use it correctly 80% of 

the time. Students can make correct connections from analysing context clues. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions 

 
 

• Student can create stories in the past (with preparation time and some help.) 

They can read and listen to the stories and demonstrate comprehension through 

oral questioning or written short answers. They can have simple conversations 

with classmates talking about events in their life at 80% correctness.) 
 
 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 
content 

 

2.0 Emerging 
There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

• Understands the basic structure of PC (that it is a helping verb and a past participle.) 

They understand what a past participle is and they know how to form it with –er, -ir 

and –re verbs. They know that irregular past participles exist but make errors when 

attempting to use them. They know that some verbs are conjugated with avoir and 

some with être but continue to make errors in speaking and writing. They know that 

the imparfait is also a past tense and is used in some contexts, but cannot use it 

proficiently. They know how to form it but not always when to use it. 

 

• Student is given a written story in the past tense and can retell the story and 

respond to questions in the past tense (with the story as a support – is is fine to 

read the answer from the story to show comprehension.) Cloze activity with a 

similar story and a word bank where the verbs are conjugated correctly in PC or 

IMP and the student determines where those verbs go based on context and 

subject. (Or similar activity where correct verbs are given and the student 

manipulates them correctly.) 
 
 
 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 
content 

 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 
of the more complex ideas and processes.   

• Student can recognize PC when they see it in stories and reproduce it in writing and 

speaking, sometimes with help. Students can also recognize imparfait and reproduce 

it in writing and speaking, sometimes with help. Student cannot yet determine when 

to use one or the other. With many context clues and scaffolding students may be 

able to listen and understand the PC and imparfait. 

 

 .5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content  
0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated  

 

 


